
 

STAFF REPORT FCT003-17 

April 24, 2017 
 

Page: 1  
File: E11 
Pending #:  

 

  

TO: GENERAL COMMITTEE 

SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO SIGN DEVIATION REQUEST FORM FOR SOLAR 
PROJECTS 

WARD: ALL  

PREPARED BY AND KEY 
CONTACT: 

B. THOMPSON, MANAGER OF ENERGY, EXT #4557 
 

SUBMITTED BY: R. PEWS, DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE FACILITIES 

GENERAL MANAGER 
APPROVAL: 

P. ELLIOTT-SPENCER, GENERAL MANAGER OF COMMUNITY AND 
CORPORATE SERVICES  

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER APPROVAL: 

C. LADD, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

  
RECOMMENDED MOTION 

1. That the City Clerk be authorized to execute the Rodent Deviation Request form attached as 
Appendix “A” to Staff Report FCT003-17. 

PURPOSE & BACKGROUND 

2. The Electrical Safety Authority passed rule 64-210(5) to protect roof top solar arrays from rodents. 
“Rule 64-210(5) requires mechanical protection against rodents for PV source circuit conductors 
on or above a building, where the dc arc-fault protection (when required) is not located at the 
module.” 

3. The problem largely exists with residential installations; however, the rule applies to all rooftop 
installations. 

4. Alectra has determined that there is no commercially viable solution for tilted arrays on 
commercial rooftops. In Alectra’s 88 rooftop installations they have had only one incident of 
rodent damage and that was to a sensor wire used to monitor the solar generation. 

5. ESA will grant an exemption to the rule but Alectra must have the owner sign a deviation form to 
ensure they are aware of the exemption.  

ANALYSIS 

6. There is no solution to this issue that would leave Alectra’s solar installations economically viable. 

7. The Electrical Safety Authority allows the exemptions to commercial installations because the risk 
of rodent damage is very small in these cases. 

8. Alectra’s solar systems will be remotely monitored to effectively manage the safe operation of the 
systems.  

9. Alectra’s solar systems are fully insured as per the lease agreement with the City of Barrie and 
nothing changes with regard to risk to the City of Barrie. 
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10. Alectra is asking all Shareholders to sign the deviation request form for their hosted FIT 4 solar 
rooftop projects. 

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

11. There are no environmental matters related to the recommended motion.   

ALTERNATIVES 

12. The following alternatives are available for consideration by General Committee: 

Alternative #1 General Committee could recommend that the amended agreement not be 
executed.    

This alternative is not recommended as this would require Alectra to install 
rodent protection which they are indicating is not economically feasible and 
therefore would cause them to remove the projects. 

  

FINANCIAL 

13. There are no direct financial implications for the Corporation resulting from the authorization of the 
City Clerk to execute the agreement.   

LINKAGE TO 2014-2018 STRATEGIC PLAN 

14. The recommendation(s) included in this Staff Report are not directly related to the goals identified 
in the 2014-2018 Strategic Plan.     
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APPENDIX A 

 


