
City-Wide Community & 
Sustainable Design Guidelines

Presented by: 
Michelle Banfield, RPP, Executive Director, Development Services
Jordan Lambie, LEED AP, Senior Urban Design Planner

April 16, 2025

Image credit: City of Barrie



1. What is Community Design?

2. Purpose of the Guidelines

3. Objectives and Priorities

4. Site & Building Design Guidelines

5. Area-Specific Design Guidelines and Demonstrations

6. Next Steps

2

Presentation Overview



Community Design is the process of shaping buildings, 
streets, and open spaces to make the city more functional, 
sustainable, accessible, and well-connected. It considers how 
people experience places and ensures their surroundings support 
a healthy lifestyle with opportunities to thrive. It considers 
systems such as transportation, infrastructure, built form and 
open spaces, as well as community priorities, to ensure the built 
environment is well-coordinated and responsive to local needs.  
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What is Community Design?



1. Foster design excellence and encourage creative and innovative design 
responses. 

2. Implement the design goals, objectives, and policies of the Official Plan 
through new development in the city.

3. Attract and enhance investment throughout the city.

4. Encourage projects to be appropriate to context and Barrie’s climate. 

5. Facilitate consistent understanding of design objectives.
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Purpose of the Guidelines
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Design for Excellence
• Priority 1: Contextual design
• Priority 2: High-quality and innovative design and architecture

Design for the Human Scale
• Priority 3: Connected, walkable neighbourhoods
• Priority 4: Human-scale design for livability

Design for Sustainability, Resiliency, and Adaptability
• Priority 5: Enhanced and protected Natural Heritage Network
• Priority 6: Sustainable design and development
• Priority 7: Buildings, infrastructure, and open spaces resilient to the effects of climate change

Design for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusivity
• Priority 8: Safe, comfortable, and accessible buildings, streets and open spaces
• Priority 9: Placemaking to enhance community identity

Objectives and Priorities
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Site & Building Design Guidelines
Provides general guidance for all 
buildings, as well as specific guidance 
for individual building types: 
• General Building Design
• Green Building Guidelines
• Residential & Mixed Use

• Neighbourhood Area Infill
• Rowhouses 
• Low & Mid-Rise Buildings
• High-Rise Buildings

• Flex Buildings (ICI)

Each building type section begins with 
an overview of building type 
characteristics and key objectives. 
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Area-Specific Guidelines and Demonstrations
Communicates a high-level vision and 
demonstration of policies and 
guidelines to the following areas:
• Urban Growth Centre
• Strategic Growth Areas
• Major Transit Station Areas
• Historic Neighbourhoods
• Neighbourhood Areas (Greenfield)
• Business Commercial Areas

Each Demonstration Plan is structured 
and organized with the same sections:
• Context, Principles & Concept
• Scale and Massing
• Urban Structure, Systems, & 

Placemaking



Each Demonstration Plan section is 
structured and organized with the 
same headings:
• Context, Principles & Concept
• Scale and Massing
• Urban Structure, Systems, & 

Placemaking
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Area-Specific Guidelines and Demonstrations



Each Demonstration Plan is structured 
and organized with the same headings:
• Context, Principles & Concept
• Scale and Massing
• Urban Structure, Systems, & 

Placemaking

9

Area-Specific Guidelines and Demonstrations
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• A Staff Report will be brought to Council seeking endorsement of the guidelines with the 
Comprehensive Zoning By-law. 
• With endorsement, CSDGs will assist developers in envisioning and creating plans that 

meet the City’s Community Design goals, objectives and policies.
• Consistency with the guidelines will be considered by the City through development 

application review processes.
• The CSDGs should be reviewed/updated at times coinciding with statutory Official Plan 

reviews and updates required by the Planning Act. 
• Updates, additions and/or general housekeeping may be made periodically.  

Further information is available at:
https://www.barrie.ca/communitydesign

Next Steps
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