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What is Community Design?

Community Design is the process of shaping buildings,
streets, and open spaces to make the city more functional,
sustainable, accessible, and well-connected. It considers how
people experience places and ensures their surroundings support
a healthy lifestyle with opportunities to thrive. It considers
systems such as transportation, infrastructure, built form and
open spaces, as well as community priorities, to ensure the built
environment is well-coordinated and responsive to local needs.
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Purpose of the Guidelines

1. Foster design excellence and encourage creative and innovative design
responses.

2. Implement the design goals, objectives, and policies of the Official Plan
through new development in the city.

3. Attract and enhance investment throughout the city.
4. Encourage projects to be appropriate to context and Barrie’s climate.

5. Facilitate consistent understanding of design objectives.
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Objectives and Priorities

Design for Excellence
* Priority 1: Contextual design
* Priority 2: High-quality and innovative design and architecture

Design for the Human Scale
* Priority 3: Connected, walkable neighbourhoods
* Priority 4: Human-scale design for livability

Design for Sustainability, Resiliency, and Adaptability

* Priority 5: Enhanced and protected Natural Heritage Network

* Priority 6: Sustainable design and development

* Priority 7: Buildings, infrastructure, and open spaces resilient to the effects of climate change

Design for Diversity, Equity, and Inclusivity

* Priority 8: Safe, comfortable, and accessible buildings, streets and open spaces
* Priority 9: Placemaking to enhance community identity
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Site & Building Design Guidelines

City-Wide Community & Sustainable Design Guidelines

Provides general guidance for all
5.6

. . oo .
buildings, as well as specific guidance 3
-]
gs, P g . ; - -
. . High-Rise Buildings
.
for individual building types:
. . . High-rise buildings are expected within Barrie’s Urban Growth Centre, Major Transit Station Ares d may i
[ ] G e n e ra l B u I ld I n D e S I n be considered in Strategic Growth Areas. They are mostly mixed use, but may also be wholly residential, 2
and/or wholly commercial buildings. L2
. . - . Common design challenges include reducing the mass of podiums and bulk of towers, cing the visual
[ and use impacts of above-grade structured parking, and having active frontages on primary and secondary
reen ouilain uiaeunes vt
. . . As a result, these projects should have a strong relationship to the street with a frontages, break up the
° mass of podiums by providing vertical and horizontal articulation, and have slender towers with reduced g
esidentia ixed Use :
a
Building Type Characteristics E
* 13- 25+ storeys 3

* Neighbourhood Area Infill e e e
* Rowhouses
* Low & Mid-Rise Buildings
* High-Rise Buildings

* Flex Buildings (ICl)

Credit: City of Kelowna

Objectives
To achieve the design goals of the City, all high-rise buildings should:

1. Provide a ground floor height of 4.5 m, and limit base building/podium height generally to 80% of
adjacent Right-of-Ways

2. Activate street frontages with transparent commercial, retail, and residential units accessible from the
street.

3. Provide access to parking and loading areas via laneways or secondary streets. Where underground
parking is not feasible, screen above grade parking using store fronts or architectural screening to
mitigate any visual impacts.

4. Site podiums to frame and activate surrounding streets and open spaces. Locate towers with appropriate
separation distances and design them with slender and simple forms.

5. Design buildings to balance a cohesive architectural style with a distinct base/podium, tower, and top.

6. Break up base/podium massing by providing simple vertical and horizontal articulation of facades; e.g..
stepping back or projecting forward a portion of the facade, using color and texture.

7. Provide opportunities for mid-block connections, plazas, and other semi-public open spaces.

Each building type section begins with
an overview of building type
characteristics and key objectives.
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Area-Specific Guidelines and Demonstrations

DEMONSTRATION: URBAN GROWTH CENTRE

Context, Design Principles & Concept

demonstration of policies and s s
guidelines to the following areas:
 Urban Growth Centre

» Strategic Growth Areas

* Major Transit Station Areas

* Historic Neighbourhoods

* Neighbourhood Areas (Greenfield)
* Business Commercial Areas

Communicates a high-level vision and 5 AN

conceptual demonstration of principles, objectives, and guidelines in the Official Plan and

i
City-Wide Design Guidelines, as applied to development in the context of the Urban Growth Centre.

£
§
:
:
H

Contextual Design + Connected, Walkable Human Scaled Design:

Neighbourhoods: 11. Neighbourhood Fit and Transition (5.6.1.6)
1, Streets and Blocks (3.1.1, 4.1.2) 12. Scale and Massing (5.5.2, 56.2)
2. Views and Landmarks (3.1.3) Enhanced and Protected Natural Heritage Network:
. . 3. Transit Supportive Design (3.1.5) 13. Connected Natural Heritage Network (5.1.1.1)
4, Development Adjacent to Natural Heritage and 14, Bird-Friendly Design (3.1.7.9)
Each Demonstration Plan is structured FateTo 0h
5. Connecting to the Waterfront (4.1.9) Sustainable and Resilient Design and Development:

15. Water Sensitive Design

and organized with the same sections: A |
. Respond to unique site conditions (5.1.1.1) Design Excellence and Innovation:
8. Access, parking and site servicing (5.1.6) 17. Large scale redevelopment coordinated through

 Context, Principles & Concept 0 Towe cemadon and oo 562 I Clring o Cortdor 4119
* Scale and Massing
* Urban Structure, Systems, &

Placemaking
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Area-Specific Guidelines and Demonstrations

Each Demonstration Plan section is
structured and organized with the
same headings:

Context, Principles & Concept
Scale and Massing

Urban Structure, Systems, &
Placemaking

City of Barrie

DEMONSTRATION: URBAN GROWTH CENTRE

Scale and Massing

Transition of bullding
helghts to surrounding
Nelghbourhood Area.

== Active Ground Floor Use
=3 Parking
Height Limit
Right-of-Ways
Water Table

&
&
E

“Scale and Massing ™\
// Cale an assing N

Bradford Stfeet

e Lakeshore Drive

City-Wide Community & Sustainable Design Guidelines

Staggered towers, with small
floorplates, for maximum views,
privacy, and daylight.

Human scale podiums
and streetscapes

A repalred street grid, connected to
surrounding urban fabric, creating walkable
streets and compact blocks. Coordinated
access to parking, servicing, and loading areas.

Creation of a continuous and
connected natural heritageand |
open space network.
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Frrobee
. Bunker's Creek
EcoPark / D%

Improved connectivity and access
to waterfront through open space
and circulation networks.




Area-Specific Guidelines and Demonstrations

Each Demonstration Plan is structured
and organized with the same headings:

Context, Principles & Concept
Scale and Massing

Urban Structure, Systems, &
Placemaking

City of Barrie

DEMONSTRATION: URBAN GROWTH CENTRE

Urban Structure, Systems, and Placemaking

Large, impermeable
blocks create poor
walkability and
connectivity to

the surrounding
downtown and
waterfront.
Underdeveloped
brownfield sites
and uncoordinated
land uses and built
form creates poor
neighbourhood
identity & character.

Restored natural
heritage systems
and street networks
improve walkability
and connectivity.
Cohesive and
compact built

form help to frame
and activate the
surrounding streets
and open spaces and
create a cohesive
sense of place.

Land Use

Resilient Buildings
and Open Spaces
Addresses area
storm water through
integrated open
space and building
design (green roofs,
blue-green systems,
and low-impact
development).

Enhanced and
Protected Natural
Heritage Network
New open spaces
connect natural
features and provide
safe and accessible
connections to the
waterfront.

Safe, Accessible,
Human Scale Design
Building entrances
match street grade,
and massing

design creates a
comfortable, human-
scale streetscape.

Connected

and Walkable
Neighbourhood

A network of
walkable streets and
pathways supported
by a range of active
street-level uses in
buildings, for an
active public realm.

Design Excellence
and Innovation
Integrated cultural
and community uses
with high-quality
architecture and
sustainable and
durable building
materials.

Design Guidel




Next Steps

A Staff Report will be brought to Council seeking endorsement of the guidelines with the
Comprehensive Zoning By-law.

With endorsement, CSDGs will assist developers in envisioning and creating plans that
meet the City’s Community Design goals, objectives and policies.

Consistency with the guidelines will be considered by the City through development
application review processes.

The CSDGs should be reviewed/updated at times coinciding with statutory Official Plan
reviews and updates required by the Planning Act.

Updates, additions and/or general housekeeping may be made periodically.

Further information is available at:
https://www.barrie.ca/communitydesign
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