
Sonya and Lyndon Anderson




April 27, 2016


Councillor Doug Shipley

Chair, Committee of Infrastructure, Investment, and Development Services


Regarding Opposition to the Proposed Permanent Raised Intersection at 
Stapleton Place and Cumming Drive 

Dear Sir, 

We are writing to you on behalf of our family and many of our neighbours.  After noticing 
lines painted on the above noted intersection we called the City of Barrie and have spoken 
with individuals in the Roads and Engineering Departments to inquire what the lines were 
for.  Through our inquiries we have discovered that a permanent raised intersection is 
proposed for this intersection as part of a traffic calming measure. 

We immediately sent an email out to several of the residents in our neighbourhood and 
discovered that they had not been informed of this measure, and that they, like our family, 
have concerns with this project moving forward as proposed. 

2 years ago we were asked to complete a traffic study questionnaire looking at a variety of 
traffic calming options.  That is the last time we have had any correspondence from a City 
of Barrie representative about this issue. 

We are attaching responses that we have received back from our neighbourhood survey, 
and, as you can see, every single respondent is deeply opposed to the permanent raised 
intersection measures you are proposing.  Here is a summary of our concerns: 

	 1	 We have never been informed by the City of these proposed interventions at this 
intersection, hence we have been given no opportunity to express our opinions 
about this project.  We feel that this proposed intervention is not the appropriate 
solution, and we would like the opportunity to discuss various, less costly 
interventions. 

	 2	 We have viewed one such structure currently in place on Sandringham Drive in front 
of Hewitt's Creek Elementary School and witnessed vehicles speeding through the 
intersection regardless of this measure.  We interviewed residents at that location 
and were told by them that they did not find the traffic calming measures were 
slowing vehicles down. 



	 3	 There is a significant cost to this proposed measure (approximately $74,000.00) vs 
the cost of 2 stop signs and a cross walk at this intersection (approximately 
$1,000.00).  What WE propose would save the City of Barrie taxpayers a 
considerable sum of money and have the same, or better safety outcome. 

	 4	 The bulk of the complaints regarding speed on Cumming Drive are centred around 
the Bloom Drive intersections where there are sharp and blind turns in the road and 
the top of Cumming Drive where there is a very steep hill.  These proposed 
measures do nothing to address those problem areas which means the City will not 
be satisfying the concerns of those residents, while at the same time 
inconveniencing and angering the residents who use the intersection at Stapleton 
Place many times every day. 

	 5	 The long-term impact this permanent raised intersection will have on our vehicles 
will be significant and costly due to the repeated uses of this intersection every day.  

We request that this proposed project be immediately halted and we request the 
opportunity to meet in person with you to discuss these safety concerns and 
what we consider to be more effective and less costly solutions. 

We note first and foremost that safety is everyone's primary concern.  What we ask is that 
the City of Barrie take into account that we, the residents of of this neighbourhood, have to 
live on a day to day basis with whatever solution is implemented.  It seems unfair to 
impose upon us a permanent measure that we disagree with in order to deter people who 
don't live in our neighbourhood from shortcutting through our streets. 

We ask, instead, that you consider that as residents of this neighbourhood, who see on a 
daily basis the reality of the traffic problem, you meet with us to discuss solutions with us in 
an open forum.  With all due respect, the paper survey sent out two years ago did not 
really solicit the type of feedback that would produce the best solutions for this problem. 

This is not a done deal — YOU have the ability to work with the Residents that are directly 
impacted by this concern to come up with a truly community based solution to this 
problem.  We feel that it is a reasonable expectation that our elected Members of Council 
and City Officials would be willing to meet with us in a timely fashion to work out a solution 
that addresses both safety and our concerns at the same time.  In essence we are seeking 
to work with you towards a win win solution. 

Sincerely, 

Sonya and Lyndon Anderson 


















