
Page 1 of 10 

 

City of Barrie - Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to  
Charlie O’Connor Park 

Staff Report  
 

To  General Committee 

Subject  Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to Charlie 
O’Connor Park  

Date  October 29, 2025 

Ward  2 

  From  M. Banfield, RPP, Executive Director of Development 
Services 

  Executive Member Approval M. Banfield, RPP, Executive Director of Development 
Services 

  CAO Approval    M. Prowse, Chief Administrative Officer 
Staff Report #  DEV038-25 
 
 
Recommendation(s): 
 
1. That Berczy Street Park be renamed to Charlie O’Connor Park in recognition of local 

resident and businessman Charlie O’Connor who lived in the area and operated 
‘The Ideal Shoe Store’ for more than 50 years. 

 
2. That staff organize the naming of the park, and any costs associated with to the 

change in name from Berczy Street Park to Charlie O’Connor Park, illustrated on 
Appendix A – Location Map attached to Staff Report DEV038-25, be assumed by 
the City of Barrie. 

 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
The purpose of this staff report is to recommend that Berczy Street Park be renamed 
Charlie O’Connor Park. The park is generally located south of Berczy Street through to 
Mulcaster Street then further to Peel Street and north of Penetang Street, as shown on 
Appendix A – Location Map attached to Staff Report DEV038-25. 
 
The name change was requested by an application submitted to the City and 
recommended for consideration by the Municipal Naming Working Group. Staff have 
investigated and determined that changing the name of Berczy Street Park to Charlie 
O’Connor Park will not diminish the importance and history of the Berczy name within the 
City as the street name will not be changed and further the name Charlie O’Connor would 
recognize a local resident that had a significant impact on the community. 
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Key Findings: 
 
On July 17, 2024, Trudee Romanek and Sue (O’Connor) Rosil submitted an 
application to request that the name of Berczy Street Park be changed to Charlie 
O’Connor Park. The completed application is attached as Appendix B – Application Form 
Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to Charlie O’Connor Park to Staff Report        
DEV038-25.  
 
The details of the application include reference to local resident and businessman Charlie 
O’Connor as living and operating his shoe store at 131 Berczy Street for over 35 years after 
moving from his Dunlop Street location. ‘The Ideal Shoe Store’ remained one of Barrie’s 
primary sources of footwear during that time. As further illustrated in the newspaper articles 
attached as Appendix C to Staff Report DEV038-25, Mr. O’Connor was recognized not 
just as a businessman but a great neighbour and friend, always engaging in 
conversation and willing to support the needs of his customers. 
 
The Municipal Naming Working Group reviewed the request, and subsequently supported 
the renaming of the Berczy Street Park to honour Charlie O’Connor. Direction was 
subsequently provided to request that staff move forward with the process to request 
the final approval from Council to rename Berczy Street Park to Charlie O’Connor 
Park. 
 
Financial Implications: 

If the recommendation is approved as included in Staff Report DEV038-25, it is anticipated 
that there will be minor financial implications for the Corporation as the costs associated 
with the renaming of this park shall be covered by the City and they include: 

• new park name sign(s); 
• any fee associated to changes on the City’s systems (spatial and tabular 

databases); 
• updates on maps and any visual products where this park name is displayed; 

and, 
• required notification of any third parties in accordance with our process. 

 
Alternatives: 
 
The following alternative is available for consideration by General Committee: 
 
Alternative #1 - General Committee could deny the application to request changing 
the name of Berczy Street Park to Charlie O’Connor Park.  
 
This alternative is not recommended as there has been a formal request made by the 
Trudee Romanek and Sue (O’Connor) Rosil to recognize a local resident and businessman 
that had an impact on the community.  The request has been accepted by the Municipal 
Naming Working Group and supported by staff, and a review process was completed 
following the Municipal Naming Policy without any objections from the public or implications 
for other properties in the area. 
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Strategic Plan Alignment: 
 

 
Additional Background Information and Analysis: 
 
Berczy Street Park is a small urban park in the downtown area of Barrie; the location 
and boundaries of this park are illustrated in Appendix A – Location Map attached to Staff 
Report DEV038-25. 
 
The renaming initiative aligns with the City’s commitment to celebrating individuals 
who have made meaningful impacts on the community; as Mr. O’Connor was a long-
standing advocate for civic engagement and played a significant role in local initiatives that 
enhanced the quality of life for Barrie residents. 
 
The Parks Planning team was consulted regarding this proposed name change and 
has no objection to the renaming of Berczy Street Park. The team investigated the 
history of the name ‘Berczy’ and determined that the intent of the commemoration is 
captured in the Berczy Street name.  
 
As Berczy Street Park is a representation of its primary location on Berczy Street, a name 
in commemoration of a local resident and businessman can be supported without 
renaming the park from a previous recognition of a community figure.  
 
Staff completed all of the steps required to facilitate the renaming of a park as 
outlined in the Municipal Naming Policy.  The policy establishes the processes and 
criteria for naming, renaming, and dedicating Municipal Assets such as streets, parks and 
facilities as well as including the methods by which the public may provide suggestions and 
comments, such as the application submitted. 
 
Consultation and Engagement: 
 
The application submitted to request the renaming of Berczy Street Park to Charlie 
O’Connor Park was supported by the Municipal Naming Working Group in 2024. 
 
Public notice for a 30-day comment period was provided on September 18, 2025. No 
comments or concerns about the proposed change to the name of the park from 
Berczy Street Park to Charlie O’Connor Park were received. 
 
Environmental and Climate Change Impact Matters: 
 
There are no environmental and/or climate change impact matters related to the 
recommendation.   
 
  

Affordable Place to Live   
Community Safety   
Thriving Community  X Recognizing contributions on the community 
Infrastructure Investments   
Responsible Governance   
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Appendix: 
 
Appendix A – Location Map 
Appendix B – Application Form Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to Charlie 

O’Connor Park  
Appendix C – News Articles Supporting the Nomination of the Name Charlie O’Connor 
 
Report Author:  
 
Olga Sanchez, Planning Services Technical Coordinator, Development Services 
 
File #:  
 
R01 
 
Pending #: 
 
Not Applicable 
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Appendix A - Location Map 
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Appendix B - Application Form Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to  
Charlie O’Connor Park 
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Appendix C - News Articles Supporting the Nomination 
of the Name Charlie O’Connor 

 



Page 10 of 10 

 

City of Barrie - Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to  
Charlie O’Connor Park 

 


	To  General Committee
	Subject  Request to Rename Berczy Street Park to Charlie O’Connor Park
	Date  October 29, 2025
	Ward  2
	From  M. Banfield, RPP, Executive Director of Development Services
	Executive Member Approval M. Banfield, RPP, Executive Director of Development Services
	CAO Approval    M. Prowse, Chief Administrative Officer
	Recommendation(s):
	Executive Summary:
	The purpose of this staff report is to recommend that Berczy Street Park be renamed Charlie O’Connor Park. The park is generally located south of Berczy Street through to Mulcaster Street then further to Peel Street and north of Penetang Street, as sh...
	Key Findings:
	On July 17, 2024, Trudee Romanek and Sue (O’Connor) Rosil submitted an application to request that the name of Berczy Street Park be changed to Charlie O’Connor Park. The completed application is attached as Appendix B – Application Form Request to Re...
	The details of the application include reference to local resident and businessman Charlie O’Connor as living and operating his shoe store at 131 Berczy Street for over 35 years after moving from his Dunlop Street location. ‘The Ideal Shoe Store’ rema...
	Financial Implications:

	Alternatives:
	The following alternative is available for consideration by General Committee:
	The Parks Planning team was consulted regarding this proposed name change and has no objection to the renaming of Berczy Street Park. The team investigated the history of the name ‘Berczy’ and determined that the intent of the commemoration is capture...
	As Berczy Street Park is a representation of its primary location on Berczy Street, a name in commemoration of a local resident and businessman can be supported without renaming the park from a previous recognition of a community figure.
	Appendix:
	Report Author:


