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APPROVAL: GENERAL MANAGER OF INFRASTRUCT RE & GROWTH MANAGEMENT

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE C.LADD
OFFICER APPROVAL: CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER

RECOMMENDED MOTION

1. That the Aboriginal Trail Marker Initiative locations be endorsed for installation by the Ministry of
Aboriginal Affairs by June 30", 2015 in preparation for the Pan Am Games Legacy and in
accordance with the Ministry Huron Wendat Nation (HWN) plaque designs and at the following
park locations:
a) Veterans Woods Park

b) Huronia North Park

c) Sunnidale Park
PURPOSE & BACKGROUND
2. The purpose of this staff report is to update General Committee on the final signage design and

trail marker locations as indicated in the memo to Council on September 24, 2014,

3. in mid-2014, the City of Barrie was approached by the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs to support its
grant application to Trans Canada Trail Ontario for the implementation of the proposed Aboriginal
Trail Markers Initiative along the City’s portion of the Trans Canada Trail {TCT) and to provide an
opportunity for the key Aboriginal communities to share their stories in their own words. The
Ministry's application was part of the Pan Am and Parapan Am Games Promotion, Celebration
and Legacy Strategy of the Games, to communicate and share the story of Aboriginal
communities in Ontario and to create a lasting legacy from the 2015 Pan Am/Parapan Am
Games.

4, As part of this support request, the Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs (MAA) has asked for the City to
designate up to three trail marker locations, or “priority” locations, for the development and
installation of interpretative signs that would honour the history and culture of Aboriginal
communities, provide an opportunity for local communities to share their story to the general
public and would enhance the experience of trail users travelling along the Trans Canada Trail
Route.
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5.

As part of this grant application, MAA has also indicated that a future Trail Coordinator would be
hired to coordinate the signage design and site locations with local municipalities and to actas a
liaison between the City and the local aboriginal community. Mr. Peter Jensen, partner in the firm
The Jensen Group, was hired as the Trail Coordinator and has been working with Parks Planning
and Development staff on appropriate park locations within the City to designate location for sign
placement.

ANALYSIS

6.

In conversations with Peter Jensen, the placement of the plague locations is to be reflective of
aboriginal community locations while being in close proximity to the Trans Canada Trail (TCT) for
educational and tourism benefits for the local community.

City staff have determined that three park locations are appropriate locations to identify the local
aboriginal communities while responding to the existing TCT alignment through the City. The
following three locations are detailed as follows:

a) HWN Wiacek Plague (Veterans Woods Park — Ward 7)

i) This park is in close proximity to Veterans Drive, Harvie Road and close to the
Hwy 400/Mapleview area where significant aboriginal settlements and artifacts
were discovered during archaeclogical investigations undertaken by the Ministry
of Transportation at the time of the Mapleview Drive interchange construction in
1990. Additional discoveries were found during the preliminary approval stages
of the Maplewoodlands Subdivision (Mason Homes) in 2001.

ii) Stage 4 archaeclogical studies were undertaken to document and study multiple
lodge buildings and settlement areas that were found in the region. The
proposed Aboriginal plaque as shown in Appendix A describes some of these
findings.

iii) Staff propose Veterans Woods Park for the plague installation and in a location
near the existing playground. Refer to Appendix A for the park location and
aerial images of the sign location within the park,

b) HWN Holly (Huronia North Park — Ward 8)

i) This park is located on the TCT route and is approximately 3.5 kilometres east of
the above Veterans Woods Park location, immediately north of the Willow
Landing Elementary School, off Big Bay Point Road. (See Appendix B).

ii) The proposed location within the park is adjacent to the existing playground area
as a local destination feature within the park. This represents an opportunity to
educate the public on the rich aboriginal histary within the historical Holly native
settlement area that existed in the southern part of the City. Refer to Appendix B
for the proposed Aboriginal plaque that describes some of these findings and an
aerial image of the park for reference.

c) HWN Dunsmore (Sunnidale Park — Ward 4)

i} This park on the TCT is the City’s “jewel” community facility in the north end of
Barrie and is a significant public destination throughout the year. There are
significant long distance views through the park from the proposed Metals
Pavilion sign location at the edge of the arboretum site.



The City of STAFF REPORT ENG005-15 Page: 3

File: R0O4.AB

BARRIE

i) Several aboriginal findings were located in the park during the excavations for
the newly constructed water reservoir structure and these findings were
documented through an archaeological study.

iii) The park location is within the general region of the historical Dunsmore native
settlement area. Refer to Appendix C for the proposed Aboriginal signage and a
proposed location within Sunnidale Park.

Access Barrie will be consulted on the requirements for a sign unveiling ceremony once
confirmed by the Jensen Group, Aboriginal Leaders and MAA. Staff anticipate that a ceremony
would be scheduled in June after sign installations are complete.

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS

9.

There are no environmental matters related to the recommendation.

ALTERNATIVES

10.

There are two Alternatives available for consideration by General Committee:

Alternative #1 General Committee could alter the proposed recommendation by
requesting alternate locations for the proposed signage.

This Alternative is not recommended as the sites have been coordinated
with the Jensen Group as the liaison with local aboriginal groups, the
representative for MAA and in accordance with the terms and conditions of
the TCT Grant application.

Alternative #2 General Committee could alter the proposed recommendation by not
endorsing the Aboriginal Trail Marker Initiative in Barrie.

This Alternative is not recommended as it would represent a missed
opportunity in the promotion and honour of the rich history and culture of
Aboriginal communities within and surrounding the City of Barrie.

FINANCIAL

11.

12.

13.

The Province of Ontario has allocated $215,000 towards this Province-wide initiative with
additional funding being requested from the TCT to coordinate the development and installation
of up to 30 markers within the footprint or near the Pan/Parapan Games of key Aboriginal
communities specifically; Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation, Six Nations of the Grand
River, Huron-Wendat and Métis Nation of Ontaric (MNQ). The Ontario Federation of Indigenous
Friendship Centres (OFIFC) is also participating to ensure that the rich urban Aboriginal history of
the region is reflected. The City of Barrie’s Friendship Centre is located on Bayfield Street.

As a result, there are no capital implications for the Corporation resulting from the design and
installation of these trail markers.

The maintenance of these trail signs would become the responsibility of the City. As the panel
designs are similar to that of our existing Nine Mile Portage Heritage Trail signs, a typical sign
(supply and installation} cost, as proposed by MAA, is in the range of $1200 to $1800 per unit.
These signs have an average 15 to 20 year life span with a typical 10 year product warranty so
therefore the operating and maintenance costs to the City would be very minimal. The
interpretative signage has had a positive contribution toward public education and tourism for
Barrie.
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LINKAGE TO 2014 — 2018 COUNCIL STRATEGIC PLAN

14. The recommendation(s} included in this Staff Report support the following goals identified in the
2014-2018 Strategic Plan:

Inclusive Community

15. The implementation of these three aboriginal trail markers not only honours the rich history and
culture of Aboriginal communities in and surrounding Barrie, the trial markers provide an
opportunity for local communities to share their story to the general public by enhancing the
experience of trail users travelling through Barrie on the Trans Canada Trail Route.
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APPENDIX “A”

i cterans Woods Park

Fourteenth Century Ancestral Huron-Wendat Village

The Wiacek site is an ancestral Huron-Wendat village located in the
southern outskirts of the City of Barrie. The site was partially excavated
by the Ministry of Transportation in 1983, Additional excavations were
undertaken at the site in 1990 in advance of the proposed construction
of a subdivision. In total, seven longhouse structures were found at the
site. Radiocarbon dates and the designs on ceramic vessels indicate an
occupation in the mid- fourteenth century.

Huron was a name given by the French meaning “boar's head” in reference
to their hairstyle, Wendat is how they called themselves, meaning the
*People of the island.” The Huron-Wendat lived in bark - coveredionghotses
in villages sometirnes surrounded by palisades, Matrilineal families and
strong clans were guided by a great diplomatic tradition and their ability
to achieve compromise,

Village ancestral huron-wendat du quatorziéme siécle

Le site Wiacek est un village ancestral huron-wenclat situd dans Ja périphérie
sud delavilke de Barrie. Le site 2 £té particlioment excavé par e ministére des
Fransports {MT0) en 1983. Des fouilles supplémentaires ont été entreprises
sur le site en 1900 préalablement au projet de cottstruction d'un lotissement.
Au total, sept structures de maisons longues ont été découvertes sur [l
site. La datation au radiocarbone ainsl que les dessing sur las poteries de
céramique indiquent que Foccupation date du milieu du XiVe sidck.

Huron &tait un nom donné par les Frangais qui signifie « téte de sanglier »,
en référence & feur coiffure. Wendat est le nom quiils se sont donné ot qui
signifie o Peuple de Ile ». Les Hurons-Wendat vivaient dans des makons
fongues recouvertes d'écorce et construltes dans des villages parfols entourés
de palissades. Les familles matrilinéaires appartenant 3 des clans trds forts
étalent guiddes par leur grande tradition diplomatique et leur capacité 3
réaliser des compromis.

- HWN Wiacek Plaque (Veterans Woods Park)
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APPENDIX “B” - HWN Holly Plaque (Huronia North Park)

)

= HHURONIA NORTH PARK

roposed Plague LOCAtION i

3

Ancestral Huron-Wendat Village
mmﬂmkmdamdnum Wmdatv!!hgumdspecﬁ purpose sites

moving through time. It also presontad an-occasion bo investigate rarely observed
components of ancestral Huron - Wendat settlement —subs sxios Systenms as two
other neartyy sites (Wellington and Dykstra) ane not base setdements o villages
bent serve some other function. Holly Indudes at least four malor longhouses
showing substantial long - teern domestl; wsq and extensive re-buliding, possible
special putpose structures, several targe middens, and multiple axterior house
rows of posts and associated features, Ax with some of the other major ancestral
Huron-Wendat sites In southern Simcoe County, such 25 Wiaoek, Hubbert and
Dunsmore, no surrounding pafisade was found, suggesting that thiso sies wore
occupied during 3 peacafut period In the fourteenth century.

Village ancestral huron-wendat

Lesha de Hally ait partie dune série de villages ot de sttes hurons-wendat qul ont
$té ooqupds pour en faire un usage particufter. Cas shios s trouvent dans une aire
de 25 kmz dans ke sud de Barrie. Les fouilles sur ces sites ont permis dexaminer
U0’ OU peut-dtre doux comemsatés qui se sont déplacdes 3 fravers ik temps.
Ces foulies ont dgalermant permmis ddtudicr dis composntes caement observies
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sites sltuds 3 proodmind (Wellington et Dykstra) ne sont pas des sKes permanents
ni des vitlages car lis servaient 3 dautres fins. Holly comprend au moins quame
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APPENDIX “C” - HWN Dunsmore Plaque {(Sunnidale Park)

"

ans Canada Trail through
boretum, at north end of
Bunnidale Park /

Froposed Plague Io:ation,'

Bnear pavilion, with long
distence views into park.

Ancestral Huron-Wendat Settlement

The Dunsmore site is a two-hectare, mid- to late fifeenth century
unpalisaded ancestral Huron-Wendat settlernent that had a complex
history. The site may have included both seasonal tenancies and year-
round occupations, The settlement appears to have setved as both a
seasonal fishing camp and a semi- permanent agricultural village, perhaps
involving members of several different communities. Sixteen houses of
various sizes were recorded.

The growing of corn was the major economic activity and women planted,
tended and harvested the crops. Corn coudd contribute as much as 60%
of the diet of the Huron-Wendat people. It was eaten in soup or roasted
over fire, It was used to make bread (or bannock) for local consumption
o during long- distances travels. In such journeys, com was also used in
trading for other goods such as hides, fish, meat and tobaceo. Phiotes Loty o4 A3 Arthaaroiogecod anc Culliarcl Hertoge Servaces
Phetx Courtaiie S Archorsloicat end (et Heritoge Serviees

. This ix g reconstructed ceramic vessel typical of the types found ot the Dunamore Site. The
Site ancestral huron-wendat designs an the collor ond nedk portions of the wessel are used by orthaeologists £ date the I

site nod to identily the ethrvic affillation of chirir makers,
Le sle Dunsmore o5t un slte ancestral huron-wendat de deux hectares - - 5 p d
non entourd de palissades qul date du milieu 3 B fin du quinzidme slicle. Void un récipient en céromique typique de ciict qui one €3¢ trouvds sur it ste Dunsmore. Les
motils s Fancokurt chy RécRaent sont otizds por it archdokogues pour déterriner ka dote
L'histolre de ce site est complexe. Le site avait probabtement deux types chu site et pour identifier Voffiotion ethrigue de furs Jobriconts.
d'occupation, Pune saisonnidre et Pautre, 3 Fannée, Le site sembie avolr servi
de campemnent satsonnier pour ta pache et aussi, de village agricole seml-
permanent, impliquant sans doute des membres de plusieurs communautés
différentes. Selze malsons de différentes taiiles ont déd trowedes sur le site.

L ]

L2 culture du mals &t Is prindpale acdvité économlque #X los femmes
plantaient, entretenalent et récoltalent 1o cultures. le mals pouvait
contribuer jusqu'a 6o % du régime alimentafre du peuple huron-wendat. It
était consommé en soupe ou rBt sur Ja feu. 1l étadt utlltsé pour faire du paln
{ou de 12 bannlque} pour 1a comsommation locale ou lors déplacements sur
de longues distances. Au cours de ces voyages, e mak &tzlt utiflsé comme
monnaie dans les échanges commenciaux pour obtenic d*autres produits tels
que des cuirs, des polssons, des viandes et du tabac.

Proposed Plaque



