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Active Transportation Symposium — Fall 2013
Request for Deputation before Orillia City Council

Simcoe — Muskoka Active Transportation Symposium
November 13 — 14, 2013 at the Best Western Mariposa Inn, Orillia, ON

Planning Committee Members:

¢ The County of Simcoe * District of Muskoka

e ity of Barrie * Barrie Cycling Club

¢ Sustainable Severn Sound * Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit
¢  Aprivate planning consultant, and + Share The Road.

The Symposium will be moderated by Eleanor McMahon, road safety advocate, fraquent speaker on
Active Transportation Issues and founder of Share the Road Cycling Coalltion, a cycling advocacy
organization with branches across Ontarlo, Canada and the world. She Is enthusiastic, passionate
and highly knowledgeable about the many benefits to both persons and the municipality — health,
economic, environmental - that well thought out AT investments can bring.

The purpose of the Symposium is two-fold:

First, it is our intention to help “change the conversation” by changing the thinking about Active
Transportation (AT) — what it is, what investment in AT can bring to a municipality and what the
municipality is missing or worse, fosing, without it.

This objective will be accomplished on the evening of November 13, Over dinner, a
panel of speakers, including former Mayor of Madisen, Wisconsin, Dave Ceselewlcz, will
address a variety of topics relevant to elected officlals and senior municipal staff. 1 will
be our pleasure to hava you as our guests.

Second, in response to requests from front line planning and engineering staff, we hope to help
bulld capacity and collaboration among those staffers whose job it Is to make AT work in the
municipality, and who are called upon to Justify these investments In fiscally challenging times.

This objective will be met on November 14" as we present a full day of hands on
workshops, speakers and other practical resources for municipal planning, engineering,
and public warks staff, and the community-based planners they often work in concert
with. This day will be avaifable at a naminal cost.

Our request for a deputation will allow Eleanor McMahon, speaking on behalf of the planning group,
to convey the invitation to councll ta attend the Symposium, particularly the evening of November
13™, and to help instill in them the Imperative for their planning staff to attend the hands-on
learning day.



