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2026 Budget – Overview Presentation
Finance & Responsible Governance

October 29, 2025
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Agenda
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Overview of 2026 
Budget & Business Plan

2026 Budget Details Financial Condition

Agenda

Next Steps
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Strong Mayor Direction
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• Budget developed 
under Strong Mayor 
legislation

• Third year of Strong 
Mayor Budget

• Decision Number 
MD013-25

• Signed on June 24, 
2025, with the following 
considerations:
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Proposed 2026 Consolidated Budget – City Operations
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OPERATING
BUDGETS
2026
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Tax Supported Operating Summary
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2026 Proposed Tax Rate Impact – City Operations
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New Investment & Service Recommendations
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Infrastructure Investment Funding (IIF)
• Strong Mayor’s Directive includes:

• 2% Tax Levy increase towards Infrastructure
• 1% directed towards Tax Capital Infrastructure
• 1% directed towards Stormwater Capital Infrastructure

• Equates to $103.96 impact on the average taxpayer
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User Rate Budgets
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Water Rate Operating Summary
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2026 Proposed Net Water Rate Impact
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• Impact to average residential consumer is $16.68 over 2025 rates
• The increase in the revenue line is made up from:

• Rate increase of 3.97% in 2026 and
• Growth
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Wastewater Rate Operating Summary
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2026 Proposed Net Wastewater Rate Impact
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• Impact to average residential consumer is $30.44 over 2025 rates
• The increase in the revenue line is made up from:

• Rate increase of 4.95% in 2026 and
• Growth
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Parking Rate Operating Summary
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2026 Proposed Net Parking Rate Impact
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• No impact on consumer (self-funded)
• The increase of 4.3% is based on the growth expected in downtown parking permits 
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2026-2030 Capital Budget & 10-Year Plan
Overview Presentation
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What’s in the Budget?
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Cap Plan
Page 5
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2026-2030 Capital Budget
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Cap Plan 
Pages
6 & 8
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10-year Capital Plan: Spending and how it is funded
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Financial Condition
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Financial Policies / Financial Condition
• City’s Financial Policy Framework has the following targets:

• Property Taxes not to exceed 4.0% of average household income
• Water and Wastewater not to exceed 2.5% of average household income
• Debt Principal and Interest must not exceed 20% of own source revenues
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Policy Current

Property Taxes/HH income 4.0% 3.6%

Water & Wastewater/HH income 2.5% 0.9%

Debt 20% 8.3%

Page
48
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Development Charges Reserve Overview

• Introduction of new DC deferral policy 

• Legislation changes expected from the Province in the coming 
months

• Enables developers to pay later in the process
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Forecasted Development Charges Reserve Funds
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Forecasted Water Rate Reserve
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Forecasted Wastewater Rate Reserve
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Forecasted Tax Levy Reserves
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Debt
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Annual Debt Repayment Limit
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Key  Credit Rating Factors: Institutional Framework, Economy, Financial Management,
  Budgetary Performance, Liquidity and Debt Burden
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Forecasted Debt
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2026 & Moving Forward
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To assist the City’s long-term plan of financial sustainability, the 
following will be undertaken in 2026:

• Reserve Strategy

• Undertake Water and Wastewater Rate Study

• Capital Plan Reprioritization

• Debt Analysis
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Next Steps
Budget Presentation and deliberations at Finance and Responsible GovernanceOctober 29, 2025

November 5, 2025

Council Approval of 2026 Budget – City OperationsNovember 12, 2025

Service Partner Presentations to Finance and Responsible GovernanceNovember 26, 2025 

Service Partner deliberations at General CommitteeDecember 3, 2025

Council Approval 2026 Budget & Business Plan (Service Partners)December 10, 2025
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Refer to www.Barrie.ca/Budget for City of Barrie budget information  

Questions can be emailed to budget.questions@barrie.ca

Deliberations at General Committee

http://www.barrie.ca/Budget
mailto:budget.questions@barrie.ca
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