
Public Art

An essential ingredient 
to a successful and 

vibrant Market District 
(and city)



More than icing on a cake…
Public Art is oftentimes thought of as frosting. A 

frill. An extra. Something pretty added, when time 
and ingredients allow. Sweet but not essential.

But art is a binding ingredient. It helps us connect 
to each other and it creates community. It allows us 

to relate to one another. It holds us together. 
It creates landmarks and shared spaces. Public art 
should be thought of as an essential ingredient, an 
important and ongoing part of the infrastructure of 

a market district.



Case Study: St Lawrence Market



The St Lawrence 
Market is home to 
the Market Gallery, 

hosting rotating 
exhibits of art and 

artifacts which 
explore the ever 
changing identity 
of the city’s past 

present and future. 

Exhibit: StreetArt Toronto You’ve Changed 

Inside the Market Building



The market theme is carried into the 
playground at St. James Park

St James Park

These wheelbarrow seats, titled Plant it Forward and 
designed by James Notten are a winning entry in Toronto’s 
Temporary Parklet Design Competition. 



Berczy Park 



Sugar Beach



Back to Barrie - Elevating the Everyday:

Art encourages us to look 
at things in new ways and 
it’s through that lense that 
we should view the market 
district. Art can be used to 

elevate. 

Please Be Seated by Paul Cocksedge

Public Seating:
More than just a place to sit, it can be 

an invitation to linger; to participate in 
public life; to belong. It can create an 

opportunity for connection and 
conversation.  



Only when opportunities for sitting exist, can there be stays of any 
duration. Suitable places to sit should be placed every 100 metres.  

Beyond tables and chairs, secondary seating such as stairs, low walls, 
ledges and grassy hills should be considered.

- Jan Gehl, architect and city planner



Lighting:
Light adds safety, but it can also inspire 

and give hope. It can guide you through a 
space and make it feel welcoming. It can 

add a sense of wonder. 

Good lighting can extend the 
number of hours that a space 

can be used. 



Art Can Encourage Imagination and 
Play





Promote Active & Public Transportation



Creating Space for 
Creativity and Collaboration

Streetlab in New York uses this moveable 
and adaptable street furniture to create 

popup reading rooms, homework hubs and 
drawing studios. These easels  and stools 

from Perth Australia invite people to make 
art in public.



A Significant Work
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