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Date:  March 30, 2022 

To: Councilor Ann Marie Kungl 

Re: Barrie Flyers Jr A Legacy – 1945-1950 
       Municipal Street Naming 
From: Chris Gariepy/Antony Gariepy 
 
Dear Ms. Kungl, 

As per our discussions earlier this year, please find the information I committed to send to you and 
request your action on this matter.  

 

Leighton “Hap” Emms was a legacy on his own.  Hap played professional hockey, including 320 games in 
the National Hockey League.  Hap was a true pioneer and legend in major junior hockey in Ontario.  The 
competitive hockey legacy in Barrie started in 1945 when he secured the rights of an Ontario sanctioned 
junior team. 

To build this team, Hap travelled to towns in Northern Ontario to check out the local talent for his 
hometown, Barrie Flyers Ontario Junior Hockey team.  In the inaugural year, Hap scouted a number of 
players from Northern Ontario to build the backbone for this team.  Hap brought these players to Barrie 
to join local talent already assembled. The community immediately embraced this team and its players.  
Barrie residents willingly billeted these up-and-coming stars in their homes. 

There was a renewed optimism emerging in society in the fall of 1945. The second world war had just 
ended with the detonation of the 2 atomic bombs in Japan. All of the austerity and periods of scarcity had 
begun to lessen.  The baby boom had begun.  At that time Barrie’s population was 10,132 and growing 
quickly. 

The Barrie arena was newly equipped with an artificial ice surface which afforded opportunities of ice 
time previously unavailable.  No more the days of fielding a team like in years past, praying for good hard 
ice to form outdoors on Kempenfelt Bay, or on a flooded rink. 

The new Flyers inaugural game took place on November 12, 1945 at Maple Leaf Gardens.  3200 fans took 
in the spectacle with Barrie winning a come from behind victory against the Toronto Young Rangers. 

Hap Emms assembled the building blocks for the JR A Flyers teams of the future.  As that first Flyer team 
came together, it garnered great interest and support from the citizens of Barrie.  The Flyers quickly 
become Barrie’s team of young and old alike, that came to cheer on Hap’s new venture downtown at the 
Arena on Dunlop St.  The young players became mentors and role models for young fans, who dreamed 
of being skilled and tough just like their favourite player on the team. 
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The franchise was soon affiliated with the Boston Bruins of the NHL.  Over the next couple of years, the 
Barrie Flyers quickly became a powerhouse of the OHA. Over the next number of years, the Flyers won 
the Ontario championship 4 times, the Eastern Canadian championship 3 times and appeared in the 
Memorial Cup three times.  

Following his great success in Barrie with the Barrie Flyers, Hap’s success continued in the Ontario Hockey 
Association with the Niagara Falls Flyers, and the St. Catherine’s Black Hawks between 1952 through 1978. 
Emms went on to become the General Manager of the Boston Bruins from 1965 through 1967.  Without 
a doubt his biggest accomplishment during his stay with Boston, was signing local Parry Sound native, 
Bobby Orr to his contract. 

1945-1946 Barrie Flyers (The inaugural year) 

Coach – Red Farrell/ Hap Emms  

Goalies – Jimmy Strachan, Bruce Philby 

Defense – Joe Lund, Ray Gariepy, Cecil Cook, Don Clark, 

Forwards _ Murray Richardson, Danny Wilkes, Mauro Kauppi, Kelvin Burnett, Bill Kodatsky, Murray Fife, 
Hall Kenny, Don Gilhooley, Andy Mantha, J.D. McArthur, Scotty Bain, Ron Lay, Gord Needham, Bill 
Jordan, Don Cavotti 

Team Doctor: Neil Laurie 
Trainer:  
Team Sponsor: Howard Norris 
Team President – Charlie Christie 
Team Secretary – Archie Marshall 
 
The 1945-46 Flyers had a great group of players, unfortunately saw many of them come and go in its 
first year. Barrie showed the league that they were competitive, but were far from being considered a 
winning formula 

1946- 1947 Barrie Flyers 

Coach- Hap Emms 

Goalies- Jimmy Strachan 

Defense- Ray Gariepy, Stan Long, Larry Ziedel , Vince Lecour 

Forwards- Paul Meger, Whit Mousseau, Bruno (Red) Favero, Rusty Aikens, Joe Lafrance, Gord Beale, 
Murray Fife, Gil St. Pierre, Bill Barrett, Eric Ketola 

Trainer – Harry “Hank” Partridge 
Team Sponsor: Howard Norris 
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Team President – Charlie Christie 
Team Secretary – Archie Marshall 
 
1947-1948 Barrie Flyers 
Team Doctor – Dr. George Seymour/ Dr. Neil Laurie 
Coach- Hap Emms 

Goalies- Jimmy Strachan, Gil Mayer 

Defense- Ray Gariepy, Stan Long, Alf “Chick” Guarda, Bob Bingley 

Forwards- Paul Meger, Jerry Reid, Bruno “Red” Favero, Gil St. Pierre, Bill Barrett, Whit Mousseau, Don 
Ashbee, George Ford, “Rusty” Aikin, Stan Long, Sid McNabney, Ray Mayer, 

Trainer – Harry “Hank” Partridge 
Team Sponsor: Howard Norris 
Team President – Charlie Christie 
Team Secretary –Archie Marshall 
 
This was the Flyers “breakout” year.  This team had tremendous community support as it drove deep into 
the playoffs, eventually beating out Windsor Spitfires for the OHA Junior A Championship.   
This team became Eastern Canada Champions and also Memorial Cup finalists. 
As you read the articles below you can see the amazing community “buzz” for the team and what they 
achieved for Barrie.  Because of the great successes the Barrie Flyers achieved, Barrie became an un-
official recipient of “great hockey town” moniker in Canada and US. This belief is still held today. 
Over the next years, the Barrie Flyers went on and captured the Memorial Cup titles in 1951/52 and 
1952/53.  Unfortunately, I do not have the information on the team roster following the 1949/50 years 
 
Example of a condensed Barrie Examiner article of the playoff run of 47/48 
 
THOUSANDS PARADE IN BIG CELEBRATION FOR THE CHAMPIONS 
Pandemonium broke loose in the Barrie Arena at 11:15 last Saturday night when the final bell signaled a 6-3 victory for the Barrie 
Flyers over Windsor Spitfires.  It was the first OHA Junior A championship in the history of Barrie. 
The Citizens Band struck up a tune and cheers went up in all parts of this arena and hundreds of fans swarmed over the boards to 
congratulate the winners. Within a few minutes the ice was a mass of a swaying and cheering people while cameras flashed to 
catch the leading figures receiving the plaudits of the excited fans. 
Along the narrow passageway to the dressing room, the players were mobbed by their hysterical admirers. 
After the rink was finally emptied of hockey fans, several hundred gathered outside the main entrance where they were 
entertained by the band, which played for some spontaneous dancers. 
However, at midnight, a Valley truck arrived and the crowd began to congregate again, coming from all directions. By this time 
the players had exchanged their hockey legs for their smart spring clothes with bright ties and new hats. They were given more 
cheers as they came out of the door to board the truck. 
Hundreds danced along beside the truck and hundreds more followed in cars with the horns blaring. 
 
(If you would like the complete article, I am happy to oblige) 
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The following article shows the excitement and support of the community at the time.  You might compare 
their communication solution similar to the social media of today. 
 
TELEPHONE SERVICE FOR HOCKEY FANS 
Since the Barrie Arena is not large enough to accommodate half those who would like to enjoy the championship game, hundreds 
of fans interested in the Barrie Flyers have been keeping in touch with the progress by telephone calls. 
Saturday night there were hundreds of phone calls in the stores of local hockey supporters. However, it was not always easy to 
get the results promptly from the arena. 
Alderman Bill Valley found a method of getting quick results. He stationed one of his taxis with radio equipment at the arena and 
the results were immediately transmitted to the taxi office.  Citizens soon learned that the results were available at Valley’s and 
numerous calls were answered.   
For the game at Windsor on Wednesday night last week, the CN Telegraph station provided a bulletin service direct from the 
Windsor Arena.   

 
1948-1949 Barrie Flyers  
Coach- Hap Emms 

Goalies-, Gil Mayer, Bill Howie 

Defense- Stan Long, Bob Bingley, Rick Hogg, John Sheddon, Ward Brandow, Jack Leckie 

Forwards- Paul Meger, Gordon Pennel, Sid McNabney, Enso Zanatta 

Don Ashbee, Hall Hopper, Gary Gordon, George Burcham, Real Chevrefils, Cliff “Wib” MacArthur 

Trainer – Harry “Hank” Partridge 
Team Sponsor: Howard Norris 
Team President – Charlie Christie 
Team Secretary –Archie Marshall 
 
1949-1950 Barrie Flyers 
Team Doctors: Dr Seymour, Dr. Laurie 

Coach- Bill Long 

Forwards- Ken Collins, Dave Sanderson, Bud Harron, Dan Poland, Des Kelly,Paul Emms, Gary Long, Bill 
Hagen, Dan MacDonald, Bill Sexton,  

Defense- Don Fraleigh, Walter Long, Carl Emms, Cliff “Wib” MacArthur, Lloyd Pearsall,  

Goal- Marv Brewer, George Cuculick  

Trainer – Harry “Hank” Partridge 
Team Sponsor: Howard Norris/Hap Emms 
Team President – Charlie Christie 
Team Secretary –Archie Marshall 
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During this short period of time, 37 players were drafted into the professional hockey ranks primarily in 
the NHL.  
 
In closing, during these times and after their professional careers, many players returned to Barrie 
to call it home.  They settled, got married, raised their families and built their careers in our 
community.  Some even started and operated very successful businesses in the area. 
 
We believe it would be a suitable tribute to the families of these fine young men of the era, to 
consider “street signs” somewhere in new Barrie to recognize their community building, and the 
uniqueness of what they have all achieved for the city. 
 
The era and the players on these teams made Barrie a true and legitimate “Hockey Town”, which 
many of us today are very proud to say. The legacy continues. 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 

Chris & Antony Gariepy 

 

 

 




