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TO: 
 

MAYOR A. NUTTALL AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 
 

FROM: C. POLLARD, BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, EXT. 4619 
 

NOTED: 
 

D. BROOKE-BISSCHOP, MANAGER OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
 
S. SCHLICHTER, DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC AND CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT 
 
B. ARANIYASUNDARAN, GENERAL MANAGER OF INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
GROWTH MANAGEMENT   
 
M. PROWSE, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
 

RE: 
 

CITY OF BARRIE BUSINESS AND EMPLOYER DATA SURVEY 2022 

DATE: 
  

APRIL 19, 2023 

 
The purpose of this Memorandum is to provide members of Council with information regarding the City of 
Barrie’s annual Business & Employer Data Survey that is conducted by Invest Barrie; the City’s Economic 
and Creative Development Department.  The second year of the Business & Employer Data Survey was 
conducted from May through August of 2022.  The goal of the survey is to collect up to date business data 
and create a comprehensive list of all Barrie businesses operating in the City’s employment and commercial 
areas that can be broken down by industry.   
 
Many municipalities across Ontario conduct annual Business Data Surveys to monitor economic trends, 
create a detailed listing of businesses and utilize the data to inform internal policy and decision making. 
While the City is able to access certain statistics and information from other sources, the data is often dated, 
or at too high a level to provide detailed information for the City’s needs.  The collection of the City’s own 
data strengthens the quality of the information available to the organization and gives both internal and 
external stakeholders a broad overview of the business and employment landscape of the city. 
 
Having started the Business & Employer Data Survey in 2021, the City now has two years of data available 
and is establishing a solid foundation to collect quality data pertaining to the economic landscape of Barrie 
moving forward. Economic and Creative Development are preparing to conduct the survey again in the 
summer of 2023. This data will allow the City to review and compare the make-up of Barrie businesses, 
industry sectors and monitor employment growth trends from year to year. 
 
The data for 2022 is now available publicly in an aggregate form. Appendix ‘A’ to this memorandum provides 
a summary of findings and is also available on the Invest Barrie website at investbarrie.ca.  Data can be 
further explored on the City’s Discover Barrie Portal by using the directory, navigating the comprehensive 
list of Barrie business sectors, viewing sectors by location and employment numbers, and through additional 
general statistics.  A fully downloadable business directory is available through the Discover Barrie online 
portal. 
 
The 2022 survey had a response rate of 75%, with the data collection students speaking with 4,405 
businesses.  Reporting businesses generated a total of 59,409 jobs – a 9% increase vs. 2021. Results 
showed that 438 businesses self-reported manufacturing on site and 179 indicated that they are exporting 
from their location. Among the top sectors that make up the greatest number of jobs in the City of Barrie 
include manufacturing, health care and social assistance, educational services, retail trade, 
accommodation, and food service. Approximately 80% of businesses surveyed have less than 20 
employees. 
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APPENDIX ‘A’
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