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December 19, 2023

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau Delivered by email
Prime Minister of Canada justin.trudeau@parl.gc.ca
80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario Delivered by email
Premier’s Office, Room 281 premier@ontario.ca
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

Dear Prime Minister Trudeau and Premier Ford:

Re: Town of Aurora Council Resolution of December 12, 2023
Motion 10.3 - Councillor Gilliland; Re: Community Safety and Inciteful Speech

Please be advised that this matter was considered by Council at its meeting held on
December 12, 2023, and in this regard, Council adopted the following resolution:

Whereas there has been an escalation in terrorist activity and unrest around
the world that has triggered homeland rallies and advocacy that supports
inciteful actions, which are causing uncertainty and unsafe feelings in our
own country; and

Whereas inciteful speech is knowingly being utilized to create division,
manipulation and spread misinformation, which could be defined as violent
extremist propaganda and encouraging violent crimes; and

Whereas any loss of innocent civilian life is unacceptable and tragic; and

Whereas other local municipal councils and residents in Aurora have
expressed concerns of uncertainty and safety who are asking for peace,
protection and security; and

Whereas law exists to help maintain public safety, security, peace and order in
society, and in Canada, where the responsibility for criminal justice is shared
between the Federal, Provincial and territorial governments; and

Whereas it is important to protect our general freedoms of speech, while
respecting the principles to protect and respect human rights, whether in
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person or in a free, open and secure internet, and to ensure transparency and
accountability;

1. Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That the Town of Aurora
acknowledges that residents in the community have expressed feelings of
uncertainty and safety concerns, due to the recent global unrest, and
condemns all acts of terror and violence resulting in loss of life or injury;
and

2. Be It Further Resolved That the Town of Aurora call on all levels of
government to acknowledge this uncertainty and safety concerns in
Canada and look to strengthening their available tools to deny inciteful
speech that encourages violent extremists the ability to publicly
manipulate, advocate, and incite violence or physical harm to another
human being, whether it be online or in person; and

3. Be It Further Resolved That Council encourages our community and
diverse local leaders of faith to bring the community together to promote
peace, healing and understanding during this difficult time; and

4. Be It Further Resolved That a copy of this resolution be provided to both
the Federal and Provincial government and all municipalities in Ontario.

The above is for your consideration and any attention deemed necessary.

Sincerely,

e

Jaclyn Grossi
Deputy Town Clerk
The Corporation of the Town of Aurora

JG/Ib
Attachment (Council meeting extract)

Copy: All Ontario Municipalities
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10.

Motions

10.3 Councillor Gilliland; Re: Community Safety and Inciteful Speech

Moved by Councillor Gilliland
Seconded by Councillor Gaertner

Whereas there has been an escalation in terrorist activity and unrest
around the world that has triggered homeland rallies and advocacy that
supports inciteful actions, which are causing uncertainty and unsafe
feelings in our own country; and

Whereas inciteful speech is knowingly being utilized to create division,
manipulation and spread misinformation, which could be defined as
violent extremist propaganda and encouraging violent crimes; and

Whereas any loss of innocent civilian life is unacceptable and tragic; and

Whereas other local municipal councils and residents in Aurora have
expressed concerns of uncertainty and safety who are asking for peace,
protection and security; and

Whereas law exists to help maintain public safety, security, peace and
order in society, and in Canada, where the responsibility for criminal justice
is shared between the Federal, Provincial and territorial governments; and

Whereas it is important to protect our general freedoms of speech, while
respecting the principles to protect and respect human rights, whether in
person or in a free, open and secure internet, and to ensure transparency
and accountability;

1. Now Therefore Be It Hereby Resolved That the Town of Aurora
acknowledges that residents in the community have expressed
feelings of uncertainty and safety concerns, due to the recent global
unrest, and condemns all acts of terror and violence resulting in loss
of life or injury; and

2. Be It Further Resolved That the Town of Aurora call on all levels of
government to acknowledge this uncertainty and safety concerns in
Canada and look to strengthening their available tools to deny inciteful
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speech that encourages violent extremists the ability to publicly
manipulate, advocate, and incite violence or physical harm to another
human being, whether it be online or in person; and

3. Be It Further Resolved That Council encourages our community and
diverse local leaders of faith to bring the community together to
promote peace, healing and understanding during this difficult time;
and

4. Be It Further Resolved That a copy of this resolution be provided to
both the Federal and Provincial government and all municipalities in
Ontario.

Yeas (7): Mayor Mrakas, Councillor Weese, Councillor Gilliland, Councillor
Gaertner, Councillor Thompson, Councillor Gallo, and Councillor Kim
Carried (7 to 0)
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