
April 11, 2024

Planner, Development Services
City of Barrie
70 Collier Street
P.O Box. 400
Barrie ON 

Dear Liam, 

RE: Commemoration Plan for the Property at 34-36, 38, 40, 44, & 50 Bradford Street, City 
of Barrie (listed under Part IV, Section 27 of the Ontario Heritage Act)
OUR FILE: 1350 L

The purpose of this letter is to provide the City with further information as it relates to the 
commemoration of the site located at 50 Bradford Street. The concept of the commemoration of the 
site has changed and is described in this document. The reasons for which the plan for 
commemoration has change are related primarily to safety, building condition, and feasibility. We are 
of the opinion that the current plan for commemoration as described in this letter fulfills the 
recommendations of the Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report drafted by MHBC in 2017. 

Background Summary:

MHBC prepared a Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report for the property located at 125 Dunlop Street 
West and 50 Bradford Street (the “subject lands”) in 2017 on behalf of Barrie Central Developments 
Inc. The CHER was undertaken given that the property is listed (non-designated) under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. The CHER identified that the property at 50 Bradford Street West was of Cultural 
Heritage Value or Interest (CHVI) primarily for its design/physical values of the former West Ward 
School (later known as the Prince of Wales School), which was constructed in 1876 by Loan and 
Strong, renovated in 1920 by R.J. Edwards and Son of Toronto. The building includes features 
indicative of the Romanesque architectural style with Gothic Revival influences. The CHER also 
identified that the building had been altered over time and the majority of original Romanesque style 
attributes had been removed. 



The CHER was submitted to City of Barrie staff. Information was brought forward to the City of Barrie 
Heritage Advisory Committee regarding the proposed development of the school in September 2017. 
The proposal included retaining portions of the school and the removal of contemporary additions. 

Following the submission of the CHER, MHBC provided City of Barrie staff with an Addendum to the 
CHER dated October 2022. The Addendum identified that the development concept had been revised. 
The building had been altered to remove interior features and the facades of the building had been 
retained. The Addendum identified impacts as a result of the removal of portions of remaining walls 
given concerns regarding stability, CPTED (Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design) issues 
with the proposed amenity space, and concerns regarding integration of the remaining façade walls 
into the proposed development. The current concept addresses issues related to CPTED and safety 
by providing an open and highly visible publicly accessible space which deters vandalism and other 
unsafe activities. 

The Addendum identified that the partial removal of façade walls would result in adverse impacts 
given that the walls include heritage fabric. However, the change in the proposed commemoration 
method could be mitigated through the completion of documentation, salvage, and commemoration. 

Revised Commemoration Concept:

Since the time the Addendum was drafted in 2022, we have been in contact with City of Barrie 
planning staff regarding issues on the subject property and the façade walls. These issues are related 
to the condition of the building, public safety, and the integration of portions of the walls into the 
proposed development concept. As a result of these discussions, the proposed commemoration
concept has been revised.



Figure 1: View of west wall opening with cracks showing under sills (source: MTE Consultants, 2024)

Figure 2: View of deteriorated bricks at bottom four courses of former front opening (source: MTE 
Consultants, 2024)



The updated commemoration proposal includes salvaging existing bricks to use within a public area 
located on-site in order to interpret of the West Ward/Prince of Wales School. The area is proposed 
to be surrounded by landscaped open space. The area would be paved using crushed brick salvaged 
from the school as well as gabion seat walls utilizing salvaged bricks. The site would include an 
interpretive plaque located in an accessible area (noted on Figure 3, below). An updated structural 
report undertaken in March 2024 has confirmed that enough bricks could be salvaged for pavers and 
gabion walls. The report also identifies that the bricks are not able to be salvaged for structural 
purposes given existing masonry issues. A copy of this structural condition report is attached to this 
letter. The proposed design and renderings for the revised commemoration concept are also attached. 

Figure 3: Rendering and diagram of proposed commemoration of the property at 50 Bradford Street (source: 
The Planning Partnership, 2024)

We will work with staff in drafting content for a plaque using a high quality design and materials 
which incorporates maps and images. The intent of the plaque is to interpret the history of the West 
Ward/Prince of Wales School and draw attention to salvaged materials. A sample design layout 
completed for a different project in a different municipality is provided below: 



Figure 4: Sample interpretive plaque design in a different municipality in Ontario (Source: MHBC, 2024)

Recommendations: 

We are of the opinion that the current plan for commemoration fulfills the recommendations of the 
Cultural Heritage Evaluation Report drafted in 2017. We recommend that this information be provided 
to the City of Barrie Heritage Advisory Committee in April 2024 in order to fulfill the requirements of 
the Ontario Heritage Act related to the removal of structures on listed properties. We are available to 
attend this meeting in order to answer any questions posed by the Committee.

Yours truly,

Vanessa Hicks
MHBC 

cc. Celeste Kitsemetry, City of Barrie
cc. Dan Currie, MHBC
cc. Trevor Hawkins, MHBC
cc. Joel Doherty, HIP Developments
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