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TO: 
 

MAYOR A. NUTTALL AND MEMBERS OF COUNCIL  
 

FROM: W. LOEVENMARK, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL PLANNER, EXT. 4743  
 

WARD: #2 
 

NOTED: 
 

K. BRADLEY, MLA, MANAGER OF PARKS PLANNING 
 
M. BANFIELD, RPP, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
M. PROWSE, CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER  
 

RE: 
 

1000 WATERFRONT TREES UPDATE 

DATE: 
  

January 8, 2025  

 
The purpose of this memorandum is to provide members of Council with an update concerning motion 23-
G-207 DEFERRED BY MOTION 23-G-152 BY INFRASTRUCTURE AND COMMUNITY INVESTMENT  
COMMITTEE ON MAY 31, 2023 - WATERFRONT STRATEGIC PLAN UPDATE on October 4, 2023: 
 

a)  That staff be directed to develop a waterfront tree capital project with the objective  
of planting 1,000 trees along the waterfront over the next 10 years starting in 2024  
funded from the ecological tax off setting reserve, with the program to be detailed in  
the 2024 business plan and budget. 

 
As a result of motion 23-G-152, the 1000 Waterfront Trees capital project was established in 2024 to plant 
1000 trees on the waterfront by 2033. Parks Planning set a target to plant a minimum of 100 trees in the 
first year of the project and sourced competitive pricing through the Annual Tree Planting Program Standing 
Agreement by partnering with the Urban Forestry section of the Operations Department.    
 
A list of fifteen tree species was developed in consultation with Urban Forestry to meet multiple performance 
criteria that will be used to guide the full 1000 tree planting program.   For example, the selection of the 
species considered plant characteristics such as wildlife food and habitat, shade, plant hardiness, floral 
display, fall colour, winter presence and maintenance requirements. Some of the key species included 
disease resistant elms, oaks, pines, birches, willows and crabapples.  

 
Selecting native species whenever feasible was a priority to enhance environmental resilience.  In 
particular, twelve native species that includes Sugar Maples were included as per motion 23-G-183 MAPLE 
TREES FOREVER (August 16, 2023) which commits to favouring the planting of native maples whenever 
a maple tree is called for in any municipal project.  
 
Centennial and Will Dwyer Parks were identified as the waterfront parks with the most immediate need for 
increased canopy coverage and shade for the first year of the program.  The tree planting was completed 
in the fall of 2024 with the City welcoming 110 new trees on its waterfront. 
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